


PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

It's Been an Honor to

Serve With and Learn From You

by Gigi Rollini

Imost a year ago, I had the honor of being installed as FAWL President. Knowing that FAWL would
see its 60th anniversary this year, my goal was to celebrate the inspiration, leadership and strength on

which FAWL was founded and has flourished.

From the outset, I knew I had big shoes to fill. My term
began at FAWL’s 2010 Installation with an introduction
by Martha Barnett, former American Bar Association
President and the first woman lawyer at Holland &
Knight, whose impact can be felt at every corner of

our profession. Knowing the great work of FAWL
Presidents like Edith Osman, Siobhan Shea, Judge
June McKinney, Wendy Loquasto, Sherri Johnson,
Rebecca Steele and Tasha Dickinson, whom I have had
the great fortune to get to know personally, I wondered if
I could possibly live up to their achievements.

The lesson I learned from my role as FAWL President:
I never had to doubt—not for a moment. FAWL’s
strength is rooted in a deep commitment to advancing
one another. I should have known that those who came
before me and those serving on this year’s Board and

FAWL's strength is rooted in a deep
commitment to advancing one another.

Pictured here are eight of FAWL'’s Past Presidents: Susan Fox, Edith
Osman, Gigi Rollini, Judge June McKinney, Siobhan Shea, Barbara
Eagan, Wendy Loquasto and Leslie Stein.
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Committees would not let FAWL move any way but
forward. I cannot thank you enough. It has been an honor
to serve with and learn from you.

Coming in, I also knew there were tall tasks ahead. We
charted FAWL through a large-scale administrative and
technological transition, which required coordination
with all of FAWL’s chapters. We continued to expand
FAWL’s outreach and impact within The Florida Bar and
all three branches of Florida’s government. These efforts
had the goal of strengthening FAWL’s ability to assist its
members to advance within the profession.

The results have been outstanding, in no small part due
to the support from our Bar leaders—Mayanne Downs,
Scott Hawkins, Gwynne Young, and other FAWL
members who serve on The Bar’s Board of Governors.
We deeply thank our many members
within the Legislature and the Judiciary
for their ongoing support, and we cannot
let this moment pass without recognizing
FAWL’s new Executive Director
extraordinaire, Karen Howe. We must
also thank our FAWL chapters and their
outstanding leadership, without whom
there would be no FAWL!

On behalf of FAWL’s 2010-2011 Board, we hope our
work this year brought you closer to friends around the
state, offered opportunities for professional development
and advancement, and inspired you to be more active in
your profession. If so, then we achieved success and will
leave a legacy about which we can be proud. @

Gigi Rollini practices in the Litigation Group at Holland

& Knight LLP in Tallahassee, Fla. Her practice focuses on
Florida Appellate Law, particularly appeals to Florida’s
District Courts of Appeal, all aspects of Florida Administrative
Law and Civil Litigation.




FAWL RECOGNIZES ITS 2010-2011 CHAPTER PRESIDENTS FAWL LEADERSHIP

BARRY WOMEN LAWYERS
ASSOCIATION/STUDENT CHAPTER
Terra Seckler
terra.seckler@mymail.barry.edu

BREVARD COUNTY ASSOCIATION FOR
WOMEN LAWYERS

Mary Kramer

mary@dougbeam.com

BROWARD COUNTY WOMEN
LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

Rene Harrod
rharrod@bergersingerman.com

CENTRAL FLORIDA ASSOCIATION FOR
WOMEN LAWYERS

Christine Arendas

arendasc@yahoo.com

WOMEN'’S BAR OF CITRUS AND
HERNANDO

Dale Marie Merrill
dalemariem@aol.com

CLARA GEHAN ASSOCIATION FOR
WOMEN LAWYERS (EIGHTH CIRCUIT)
Margaret Stack

stackm@sao8.org

COLLIER COUNTY WOMEN'’S BAR
ASSOCIATION

Carol O’Callaghan
cocallaghan@legalaid.org

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
Daria Pustilnik
dput0012@fiu.edu

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY WOMEN'S
LAW SYMPOSIUM

Jessica Marlowe

fsuwls@gmail.com

HILLSBOROUGH ASSOCIATION FOR
WOMEN LAWYERS

Christine Derr
christine@nancyharrispa.com

JACKSONVILLE WOMEN LAWYERS
ASSOCIATION

Lindsay Tygart-Havice
Itygart@murphyandersonlaw.com

LEE COUNTY ASSOCIATION FOR
WOMEN LAWYERS

Brooke N. Bockemuehl
brookebockemulhl@paveselawfirm.com

MANATEE COUNTY FAWL
Trisha Fradley
triciafradley@fradleylaw.com

MARION COUNTY FAWL
Marianne Howanitz
mh@ocalaaccidentlaw.com

MARTIN COUNTY FAWL
Leslie M. Kroeger
lkroeger@Leopoldkuvin.com

MIAMI-DADE FAWL
Kristy Johnson
kjohnson@carltonfields.com

NORTHWEST FLORIDA CHAPTER -
PENSACOLA

Andrea Renee Preston
rpreston@everprestonlaw.com

NOVA UNIVERSITY
Courtney Boynton
boyntonc@law.nova.edu

PALM BEACH COUNTY
ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN
LAWYERS

Samantha S. Feuer
samanthasfeuer@bellsouth.net

PINELLAS COUNTY ASSOCIATION
FOR WOMEN LAWYERS

Robyn Featherston
rfeatherston@brasfieldlaw.net

SARASOTA FAWL
Janella K. Leibovitz
jleibovitzlaw@aol.com

SOUTH PALM BEACH COUNTY FAWL
Tanya E. McConnell
tanya.mcconnell123@yahoo.com

STETSON UNIVERSITY
Stephanie Woessner
swoessne@law.stetson.edu

ST. THOMAS UNIVERSITY
Lauren Hagopian
lhagopian@stu.edu

TALLAHASSEE WOMEN LAWYERS
Twyla Sketchley
twyla@sketchleylaw.com

THIRD CIRCUIT ASSOCIATION FOR
WOMEN LAWYERS

Laura Ann Fouraker-Gardner
lauraann@taxattorney.comcastbiz.net

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
Brittani Raulerson
braulerson@ufl.edu

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI
Tamara Savin
tamarasavin@gmail.com

VOLUSIA/FLAGLER ASSOCIATION FOR
WOMEN LAWYERS

Katherine Hurst Miller
katherine.miller@cobbcole.com

Thanks to Our Women’s
Leadership Summit Sponsors!

AWL's inaugural Women's
Leadership Summit & Annual Lobby
Day was a great success!

On Mar. 16-17, 2011, in Tallahassee,
FAWL held its Summit, themed
“Inspiring Advancement of Women
Lawyers in the Workplace, the
Community and the Profession.” Many
thanks to our sponsors for making this
FAWL event possible:

Holland & Knight

k‘_'_ vernon-healy
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

&ﬁt}ewanesm’

NEELA

il

The Summit was
held thanks in part
to funding from
The Florida Bar.

On the Cover:

FAWL’s 2011 Rosemary Barkett

Outstanding Achievement Award recipient
Administrative Law Judge June C. McKinney
and 2011 Outstanding Program recipient
Palm Beach County Chapter of FAWL
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FAWL GALA

Scenes From FAWL's 60th Anniversary Gala
A Celebration of FAWL’s 60-Year History and Remarkable Leaders

Florida Bar Young Lawyers Division leaders (including President Sean Desmond) Martha Barnett (former ABA President), Gigi Rollini (FAWL
with Tallahassee Women Lawyers officers President) and Larry Sellers (The Florida Bar Board of Governors)

Left: Board of Governors Members
Michelle Suskauer and David Prather

Florida Bar President-Elect Gwynne Young with FAWL 2011-2012
President Susan Healy

FAWL 60th Anniversary Cake
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FAWL GALA

Below: Edith Osman (Past Florida Bar President and Past
FAWL President), Justices Pariente and Quince, Judge
June McKinney (Past FAWL President) and Judge Patricia
Seitz (Florida’s first woman Florida Bar President)

N7/
* m

Above: FAWL Past Presidents Siobhan Shea, Tasha Dickinson,
Gigi Rollini, Edith Osman and Judge June McKinney with
Arnell Bryant-Willis (The Florida Bar Board of Governors) and
Justices Barbara Pariente and Peggy Quince

FAWL Past Presidents with Outgoing and Incoming FAWL Officers
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION

Judge June C. McKinney Receives FAWL's Highest Honor—

The Rosemary Barkett Outstanding Achievement Award

dministrative Law Judge June
AC. McKinney has received

FAWL’s 2011 Rosemary Barkett
Outstanding Achievement Award.
The Rosemary Barkett Award was
presented to Judge McKinney during
FAWL'’s Annual Awards Luncheon on
Friday, June 24, 2011, at the Gaylord
Palms Hotel & Convention Center
in Orlando during The Florida Bar’s
Annual Convention. FAWL presents
this award annually to a member who
has demonstrated a commitment to the
purpose and goals of FAWL, excelled
in his or her career, helped to overcome
traditional stereotypes associated
with women, and promoted the status
of women within the profession and
throughout the state of Florida.

In 2005, 54 years after FAWL came into
existence, Judge McKinney was elected
as its first African-American President.
This accomplishment came not long
after Judge McKinney broke new ground
in her local FAWL chapter by becoming
the first person ever elected to serve

two consecutive terms as President

of Tallahassee Women Lawyers. That
Judge McKinney was the person to
achieve these “firsts” was no surprise

to those who know her; throughout her

Judge McKinney (at left) with Legacy of Excellence Essay winners and Florida Supreme Court

Justice Peggy Quince (second from right)
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Judge McKinney (seated) with FSU pre-law students on a tour of the Division of
Administrative Hearings

exemplary career, Judge McKinney has
been a strong, service-oriented leader
dedicated to advancing the status of
women both in the legal profession and
in the broader community, and she has
demonstrated a solid commitment to
FAWL’s goals.

Although Judge McKinney’s
professional commitments and
accomplishments are numerous, she
considers public service and volunteer
work the most rewarding aspects

of her career. In Judge McKinney’s

choices for such services, a theme has
emerged: She believes in working with
young people, and particularly young
women, to encourage their inclusion in
the legal profession, to point them to

the pathways others have forged and to
foster the confidence they need to succeed
in whichever careers they choose. This
commitment may be seen through the
numerous mentoring relationships Judge
McKinney has developed, as well as

the several effective programs she has
established. In 2002, as TWL’s President,
Judge McKinney initiated the annual
“Legacy of Excellence” program, an
all-day event where middle and high
school girls participate in activities such
as touring the Capitol and the Florida
Supreme Court, attending speeches by
prominent female practitioners and having
lunch with TWL members. She also
established TWL’s annual “Breakfast and
Books” program at the Tallahassee PACE
Center. More recently, in 2008, Judge
McKinney became a founding member
of The Oasis Center for Women & Girls,
a nonprofit organization with a mission
to “improve the lives of women and

girls through celebration and support.”
She also implemented a program for
female law students at Florida State

continued on page 9




“Achievement Award” continued from page 8

University entitled “Sister Talk,” and
then broadened the program to include
pre-law students in 2011. Finally, when
Judge McKinney was FAWL’s President,
she promoted gender equality through
the theme of “Balancing the Scales,”
which included a program on equal
opportunities for women in the judicial
nominating process.

Although the advancement of women
through working with young females
has been a focal point in Judge
McKinney’s public service, she also
demonstrates commitment to other
values FAWL embraces. For example,
Judge McKinney’s attention to the

fair administration of justice can be
readily seen in her courtroom. As an
administrative law judge, she often
presides over cases between pro se
litigants and state agencies. Through her
professional handling of these matters,
Judge McKinney has earned a reputation
for ensuring that the pro se litigants who
appear before her have a full opportunity
to present their cases.

Judge McKinney receiving
and posing with the
Rosemary Barkett Award

Throughout her exemplary career, Judge McKinney
has been a strong, service-oriented leader.

Judge McKinney with Jennifer Davis and Lindsey Lawton (Officers of Nominating
Chapter, TWL) with FAWL Presidents Susan Healy and Gigi Rollini

Additionally, like FAWL, Judge
McKinney believes it is important to
recognize the achievements of others,
particularly those who overcome
obstacles, leading the way for others

to do the same. For this reason, Judge
McKinney was an editor of and a major
contributor to Florida’s First Black
Lawyers 1869-1979, a book released

in June 2009. This book, which fills

R

a gap in Florida’s historical records,
was a major undertaking due to the
lack of readily available records of
the accomplishments of the lawyers

it showcases. In connection with the
book’s release, Judge McKinney
chaired a Legacy Gala where many of
the lawyers included in the book were
publicly honored.

Beyond the many personal projects

that demonstrate Judge McKinney’s
commitment to mentoring and
celebrating others, Judge McKinney

has a long list of current and past
memberships and board positions in

Bar committees and service-oriented
organizations. Judge McKinney’s active
participation in these organizations
demonstrates her commitment to the
betterment of the legal profession and
the broader community, as well as the
high level of respect she has earned from
all facets of the legal community. FAWL
is proud to name Judge McKinney the
2011 recipient of the Rosemary Barkett
Outstanding Achievement Award. @
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION

Palm Beach County Chapter
of FAWL's Mentoring
Program Chosen as FAWL's
Outstanding Program

FAWL’s 2011 Outstanding Program Award. FAWL

presents this award annually to a chapter that has
presented an effective program that reflects FAWL’s mission
and that can be easily replicated by other chapters. FAWL
believes chapters throughout the state would benefit from
instituting a mentoring program similar to the Palm Beach
County Chapter’s program as a supplement to the many
effective one-on-one mentoring initiatives FAWL chapters are
already carrying out.

The Palm Beach County Chapter of FAWL has received

The Palm Beach County Chapter’s Mentoring Committee
sponsors monthly roundtable luncheons that focus on particular
practice areas and feature a panel of women who are considered

Panelists Elisha Roy, Victoria Vilchez, Magistrate Diane Kirigin and
Georgia Newman present a mentoring roundtable discussion on
family law.

experts in their fields. In this setting, women attorneys come
together to meet, learn from each other, develop relationships
and ultimately create a strong and active women’s network

in Palm Beach County. Panelists at the monthly roundtable
luncheons have included elected officials, state and federal
judges, members of The Florida Bar Board of Governors and
many prominent local attorneys. Featured topics have included
professional coaching, mediation, family law, women in politics
and how to get a seat on a Judicial Nominating Commission.
Congratulations to the Palm Beach County Chapter of FAWL
for its outstanding mentoring program! @

Hillsborough Association for Women Lawyers
Named FAWL's Outstanding Chapter

he Hillsborough Association
I for Women Lawyers (HAWL)

has received FAWL’s 2011
Outstanding Chapter Award. HAWL,
which has more than 250 members,
provides extensive year-round
programming to provide its members
opportunities to develop professionally,
network and give back to the community.

HAWL has provided its members with
valuable opportunities for professional

development and personal growth.

For these efforts, FAWL is proud to
present the Outstanding Chapter Award
to HAWL.

HAWL has monthly membership
meetings with speakers on a variety

of topics of interest and benefit to the
legal community. For example, this year
HAWL provided a forum for judicial
and political candidates to speak during
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election season, teamed up with other
voluntary bar associations to put on a
diversity luncheon featuring a panel
discussion on the legal profession
during the desegregation period, hosted
a speaker who offered tips on the use of
technology in the practice of law, and
conducted a seminar on “The Path to Bar
Leadership.” Through these programs
and others, HAWL
has provided

its members

with valuable
opportunities

for professional
development and
personal growth.

HAWL is active in the legal community,
hosting social and professional events

in addition to its monthly membership
meetings. In January, HAWL held its
annual Judicial Reception, where it
honored the local judiciary. One hundred
sixty people, including 38 state and
federal judges, attended. Another annual
event HAWL hosted this year was its
HAWL/Judges Softball Game. Each year

at this event, HAWL members challenge
a team of judges to a game of softball
and then have the opportunity to mingle
in a fun, relaxed setting at the after-game
get-together. HAWL also honors its past
presidents each year with a reception.
This year, the reception took place at the
Tampa Bay History Center and included
a tour of the center. In addition, HAWL
regularly participates in the Central
Florida Diversity Picnic and will be
presenting a CLE seminar on diversity
this summer, to be followed by a mixer
for all attendees.

In addition to all of the activities HAWL
hosts to honor, thank, serve and educate
its membership, HAWL gives to those
outside its organization in an impressive
number of ways. HAWL has numerous
ongoing pro bono projects. Two of its
main pro bono projects this year were
the Homeless Women Veteran’s Project,
in which HAWL members represent
local homeless female veterans on a
variety of matters, and the Kinship

Care Project, in which HAWL partners

continued on page 11




Three FAWL Chapters
Take Top Membership
Recruitment Awards!

Miami-Dade FAWL, the Jacksonville
Women Lawyers Association and the
Pinellas County Chapter of FAWL have
received FAWL's 2011 Membership
Recruitment Awards. Each chapter

has shown impressive growth during
the past several years due to excellent
leadership, programming and member
retention/recruitment efforts. In
recognition of their outstanding work,
each of these chapters received a

free night’s stay at the Gaylord Palms
Hotel & Convention Center in Orlando
to attend FAWL's Annual Meeting
events on June 23 and 24, as well as a
complimentary ticket to FAWL's 60th
Anniversary Gala. Congratulations, and
keep up the great work!

“HAWL" continued from page 10

with the University of South Florida’s
Kinship Center to provide assistance to
care providers who are raising a child
who is a relative. HAWL also involved
its members in a number of charitable
projects, including the “Cinderella
Project,” through which it collected
formal dresses and accessories for high
school girls who otherwise would not be
able to afford to go to prom; Habitat for
Humanity; and “Paint Your Heart Out
Tampa,” an annual citywide program

in which volunteers paint the homes

of low-income, elderly homeowners.
Finally, HAWL has a heavy focus on
mentoring and provides scholarships

to college and law students. In fact,
HAWL’s mentoring program has been
recognized by the National Conference
of Women’s Bar Associations.

In sum, HAWL is a well-rounded,
vibrant and service-oriented chapter
with much to offer both its membership
and the community. FAWL is pleased to
recognize HAWL’s achievements with
the 2011 Outstanding Chapter Award.
More information about this outstanding
chapter can be found at www.hawl.org. ®

Renew your FAWL Membership Today!

FAWL's 2011-2012 year runs from July 1, 2011, through
June 20, 2012. If you have not yet renewed, we hope you
will today! To join online, click here.

Become an Elite FAWL Member!

Any active member can become an elite FAWL member by
joining FAWL's Mattie Belle Davis Society. Annual Society dues
are $100 in addition to FAWL's regular member dues, and serve
to enhance FAWL's statewide presence and initiatives.

To join the Judge Mattie Belle Davis Society, click here.
To learn more about the Society, click here.

Congratulations to FAWL’s Newest Student Chapter

FAWL is pleased to announce its
newest student chapter—the Florida
State University Women's Law
Symposium, whose FAWL charter was
approved by the FAWL Board at the
June 24, 2011, Annual Meeting. Led
by President Jessica Marlowe and
officers Natasha Dorsey (Treasurer)
and Vanessa Ritter (Relations Director),
the FSU Women'’s Law Symposium is
dedicated to promoting the status

of women in the legal profession.

Its mission includes providing a
forum for the discussion of issues
concerning legal education and
programs to advance and assist
students throughout their law school
career. FSU Women'’s Law Symposium
plans to provide networking and
leadership opportunities for these law
students and will actively participate

in charitable and philanthropic causes within its community. The FAWL Board is excited to
welcome the FSU Women'’s Law Symposium as one of its now 29 chapters. Congratulations!

Another FAWL
Benefit!

FAWL is excited to announce another
exciting FAWL benefit. Receive a
discounted rate for membership in
the National Association of Women
Lawyers (NAWL) just for being a FAWL
member! As an affiliate member of
NAWL, FAWL members are entitled to
a discounted membership rate of $55
instead of the standard $80 rate. Join
today at www.nawl.org.

www.fawl.org www.nawl.org
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CHAPTER NEWS

Central Florida Association for Women Lawyers

Christine Arendas, President

FAWL received a $2,600 grant and

the Outstanding Public Service Grant
Award at the Affiliate Outreach Conference
in January. The AOC is an annual conference
hosted by the Young Lawyers Division of The
Florida Bar. The award will benefit a public
service project for Harbor House of Central
Florida. Harbor House is a comprehensive
domestic violence services agency that
provides emergency shelter to hundreds of
women and children each year. CFAWL’s
Young Lawyers Committee completed the
first stage of a makeover for the common

living room at Harbor House in April and is
scheduled to return in September.

CFAWL and the Orange County Bar
Association’s Young Lawyers Section were
named the 2011 Partner in Education for
Orange County’s West Region. Rock Lake
Elementary nominated the two organizations
for commitment demonstrated to the school
since 2002. Each year, the two organizations
collaborate to donate school supplies to the
school. In addition, in 2010, the organizations
participated in the school’s annual food

drive to provide Thanksgiving baskets

for families in the school and community
as well as in the countywide Teach In
event. At the Teach In, the two groups sent
lawyers to attend classes to share aspects of
their jobs, read books and distribute treats.
For the ninth year in a row, CFAWL also
sponsored a holiday party in December

for Rock Lake students who were selected
based on need. CFAWL provided cupcakes,
cookies, juice, Santa hats and gifts. Each
child received new clothes, shoes, toys,
bicycles and a host of other gifts.

Collier County Women'’s Bar Association

Carol A. O’Callaghan, President

he Collier County Women’s Bar Association (CCWBA) held its annual Holiday Reception
on Dec. 2, 2010, where we honored our Woman Lawyer of the Year, Kimberly L. Johnson,
Co-Managing Partner at the Naples office of Quarles & Brady LLP and Managing Partner
of the firm’s newly opened Tampa office. Since joining Quarles in 1993 and throughout her
career, Ms. Johnson has worked tirelessly to establish policies that assist women in becoming

successful attorneys.

The CCWBA was recently awarded a Florida Bar Voluntary Bar Association Diversity
Leadership Grant that will help fund a year-long program aimed at developing our members’
leadership potential. The initiative began in January with a panel discussion on career
development. The panel was moderated by Jeanette Lombardi, Managing Partner at Jeanette
M. Lombardi PA. Members of the panel included 20th Judicial Circuit Judge Cynthia Pivacek,
Kimberly Johnson, Managing Partner at Quarles and Brady, and Janette Knowlton, Charlotte

County Attorney.

In February, CCWBA'’s monthly luncheon included a presentation by Yale Freeman, Esq.,
on white collar crime entitled “Caution! Recognizing the Signs That Warn of Hazardous

Conditions Ahead for Your Client.”

In March, the CCWBA held its 5th annual Professional Women’s Networking Extravaganza.
More than 90 women from different professions had the opportunity to network at Galerie du

Soleil in Olde Naples.

In April, CCWBA'’s monthly luncheon included a presentation by A. Stephen Kotler, Esq.,
entitled “Why Do I Need to Know Something About Elder Law? Elder Law for the Non-Elder

Law Attorney.”

Martin County FAWL

Leslie M. Kroeger, President

2011 has been a busy year for Martin County FAWL! We kicked off the new year with a CLE
luncheon on the topic of foreclosures in the 19th Circuit. In February, we hosted our first
Annual Bowling Bonanza for members and their families. Then, following the Martin County
Bar Association March luncheon, Martin County FAWL was pleased to hold a meet-and-greet
with Florida Bar President Mayanne Downs and President-Elect Scott Hawkins. We held a
second meet-and-greet with Florida Supreme Court Justice Barbara Pariente after the April
Bar luncheon. In May, we wrapped up our year by welcoming the chapter’s new officers and

directors.
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Happy children with their Easter baskets

Jacksonville Women
Lawyers Association
Lindsay Tygart-Havice, President

In April, the Jacksonville Women Lawyers
Association’s (JWLA) members donated
candy, games and small toys, and put together
100 Easter baskets for children at Community
Connections in Jacksonville. Community
Connections is a local nonprofit organization
founded in 1911 as the Young Women’s
Christian Association of Jacksonville (YWCA);
it is one of the oldest human services agencies
in Northeast Florida, helping the needy and

the disenfranchised for 100 years. Community
Connections provides transitional housing and
essential support services, such as a day care
program and after-school programs, to help
women, children and families become self-
sufficient, move away from public assistance
and reach their full potential. JWLA members
work with Community Connections a few times
a year by volunteering their time or making
donations to the organization.

Donna L. O’Steen of Community Connections
reports that the organization received 1,169
baskets this year, enough to provide one to each
child at Community Connection’s nine sites as
well as to the women living at the Davis Center.




Manatee County FAWL

Trisha Fradley, President

he Florida Association for Women
Lawyers — Manatee Chapter Inc. held
its first Judicial Assistant Appreciation

Luncheon on Feb. 17, 2011, at the Bradenton
Country Club. Manatee FAWL hopes to make

the luncheon an annual event.

Judge Lee Haworth, at the time the 12th

Circuit Chief Judge, spoke to the attendees,
and each judicial assistant received a special
limited edition Manatee FAWL coffee mug

and treats, along with the Manatee FAWL
Board’s deep appreciation.

Manatee FAWL President Tricia
Fradley, Board Member Mary Hawk,
Chief Judge 12th Judicial Circuit Lee

Haworth, Board Member Terri Cromley

and President-Elect Andrea Johnson

Manatee County FAWL ‘Adopts’

Next Step
Manatee County FAWL has chosen Next

Step as its designated charity for 2011. Each
year, Manatee FAWL ““adopts” a charitable
organization, voted on by the membership,
for Manatee FAWL to support throughout its
event year. The chosen charity is in keeping

with the Manatee FAWL ideals to support
and inform women or girls in need.

Palm Beach County Association for Women Lawyers

Samantha S. Feuer, President

Mentoring Committee Encourages Women Lawyers to Seek Leadership Roles

major focus of Palm Beach County FAWL’s Mentoring Committee has been to educate

women about the process for obtaining positions on the local JNCs and state court
bench and to encourage qualified women to apply for these leadership positions. The need
to get more women in these positions is particularly critical in Palm Beach County, given
that the local INCs do not have a single female member. To address this need, the Mentoring
Committee, led by Co-Chairwomen Adrienne Rabinowitz and Peggy Wood, organized

't

Above: Adrienne Rabinowitz, Jennifer Prior
Brown, Mayor Lois Frankel, Wendly Lipsich

and Peggy Wood

several roundtable luncheons during which
members of the BOG and JNCs discussed the
application process and how women can best
position themselves for these positions.

Left: Peggy Wood, David Prather, Michelle
Suskauer, Greg Coleman, Adrienne Rabinowitz
and Ellen Cohen

Above: Adam Rabin, John Howe,
Samantha Schosberg Feuer, Judge
Meenu Sasser, Robin Bresky, Judge Ed
Garrison and Nicole Atkinson

Judicial Reception a Success

Feb. 2, 2011. Oh what a night! FAWL
Palm Beach County Chapter’s Annual
Judicial Reception honoring our judiciary
was a huge success. Held at the Norton
Art Museum, more than 250 guests
enjoyed an evening of mingling amidst
good food, drink and art.

Above: Georgia Newman, Jessica Callow, Heidi Reiff, Esther LaBovick, Samantha
Schosberg Feuer, Sarah Cortvriend, Cindy Crawford, Allison Lane, Carina Leeson, Jill
Weiss, Jennifer Rabin and Amanda Romfh

The brainchild of 12th Circuit Magistrate Susan
Maulucci, Next Step was created for teens who
at age 18 must leave their foster homes and
strike out on their own. Next Step assists these
youths to develop a solid life plan by partnering
each teen with a trio of adult professionals who
have been specially trained to become part of
the teen’s support system.

For more information, visit http://mfawl.org or
email fawlmanatee @ gmail.com.

Above: Twyla L. Sketchley (Tallahassee Women
Lawyers President) and Elizabeth Willard
Willis (2011 Florida Bar Second Judicial Circuit
Pro Bono Service Award winner and FAWL's
Legislative Director)

Tallahassee Women Lawyers
Receives Chief Justice’s Voluntary Bar
Association Pro Bono Service Award

Below: Judge Nina Ashenafi Richardson (2001
Florida Bar Second Judicial Circuit Pro Bono
Service Award winner), M. Catherine Lannon
(2001 Florida Bar Second Judicial Circuit Pro
Bono Service Award winner), Judge Nikki Ann
Clark (2010 Distinguished Judicial Service Award
winner), Kelly Overstreet-Johnson (The Florida
Bar Past President), Chief Justice Charles T.
Canady, Twyla L. Sketchley (Tallahassee Women
Lawyers President and 2009 Florida Bar Second
Judicial Circuit Pro Bono Service Award winner),
Elizabeth Willard Willis (2011 Florida Bar Second
Judicial Circuit Pro Bono Service Award winner),
Wendy Loquasto (FAWL Past President and
Tallahassee Women Lawyers Past President),
Kris Knab (Legal Services of North Florida) and
Meghan Boudreau Daigle (Tallahassee Women
Lawyers Programs Director)

Tallahassee Photos: Meghan Boudreau Daigle,
TWL Programs Director
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GROW YOUR PRACTICE

Developing a PERSONAL BRAND Mindset

by Paula Black

eveloping a personal brand mindset means
D breaking away from everyday thinking. Successful

rainmakers and marketers know it takes strategy,
planning and creative thinking to make furthering your

brand a daily habit. Change your mindset and see how your
brand develops.

1. First, you must create the package. Every great brand
begins with a great package. Think of Chanel’s interlocking
Cs or McDonald’s golden arches. They have their own
instantly recognizable images of who they are and what
they embody. Look at your own background, expertise and
vision, and realize that YOU are your own company and
must think of yourself as a brand.

Most people ...

Think like an employee and just do the job.

Those with a personal brand mindset ...

Think like an entrepreneur and are the owner of “Me, Inc.”

Most people ...

Think it’s only about what they know.

Those with a personal brand mindset ...
Understand it’s about a visual and verbal identity.

STUDENT CHAPTER NEWS

Miami Law Women Holds Fund-
Raisers for Women in Need

by Lana Naghshineh Aponte, Professional
Development, Miami Law Women

n Feb. 13, 2011, Miami Law Women and the Black Law Students

Association hosted the First Annual Fund-Raiser for Miami Law
Women in Need. Julie Braman Kane, former Miami-Dade FAWL
President and a Partner at Colson Hicks Eidson, spoke to our guests
about the importance of giving back to the community, no matter
how small a contribution one is able to make. MLW and BLSA raised
over $4,000 for Miami Law Women in Need. The proceeds will be
managed by the Women’s Fund of Miami-Dade County, which will

Guest speaker Julie
Braman Kane, UM
Law J.D. '93, former
Miami-Dade FAWL
President
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2. Next, you must stand for something. Without an idea

or a focus to tie into your personal brand, you don’t have a
place from which to start. Take three well-known first ladies:
Eleanor Roosevelt; Jackie Onassis; and Michelle Obama. What
comes to mind? For Mrs. Roosevelt, it’s her determination and
strength; for Mrs. Onassis, it’s her personal style and influence;
and for Mrs. Obama, it’s her down-to-earth persona and balance
of work and family. What are you known for?

Most people ...

Focus only on the day-to-day.

Those with a personal brand mindset ...
Focus on the big picture.

Most people ...

Never consider what sets them apart.

Those with a personal brand mindset ...

Know their points of differentiation and let others know them
as well.

3. The third step is to narrow your market. You can never be
all things to all people, and it’s important to truly understand
to whom you’re marketing. By narrowing your market, you
can speak directly to the people who matter in your world. Not

continued on page 18

ne GRVUR SV oy HE
Miami Law Women 2011-2012 E-Board (front left to right): Claudia
Brea (Vice President); Meghan Weinstein (Vice President-Elect);
Annie Ward (President); Lana N. Aponte, (President-Elect); Kayla
Leland (Professional Development Co-Chairwoman)

assist MLW in donating the money to female alumnae who are facing
health issues and are having a hard time affording their treatments
and living expenses. Additional funds will be donated to women’s
and girl’s initiatives in Miami. Because this event was such a success,
MLW hopes to hold it annually.

Miami Law Women was also proud to host its Annual Pink and
White Party, which was held on Mar. 4, 2011. Proceeds from the
event benefitted Susan G. Komen for the Cure, Bright Pink and Kristi
House’s Project Gold. @




LEADERS IN THE LAW

State FAWL Announces 2011 Class of Leaders in the Law

he Florida Association for Women
I Lawyers has selected its second
class of Leaders in the Law. This
designation is awarded annually to a select
group of attorneys from around the state
who have been nominated by their local
FAWL chapters and meet the criteria for
the recognition. To be named a Leader
in the Law, an attorney must have earned
professional respect, made a significant
impact in her local community through legal
services or volunteer activities, exemplified
the qualities of a positive role model
and advanced the cause of women in the
community. FAWL is pleased to recognize
this outstanding group of attorneys and
extends its congratulations on behalf of its
members around the state!

BREVARD COUNTY ASSOCIATION
FOR WOMEN LAWYERS

Brigitta Hawkins
Brigitta Hawkins is an
Associate in the Titusville
office of Cianfrogna, Telfer,
Reda, Faherty & Anderson
PA. She focuses her practice
on Social Security disability
law and criminal law.

BROWARD COUNTY WOMEN
LAWYERS

Jamie J. Finizio
Bascombe

Jamie J. Finizio Bascombe
is a Partner in Finizio &
Finizio Law Offices PA

in Fort Lauderdale, where
she focuses her practice on
personal injury, PIP “no
fault” insurance, workers’ compensation and
medical malpractice litigation.

COLLIER COUNTY WOMEN’S BAR
ASSOCIATION

Judge Lauren L.
Brodie

The Honorable Lauren L.
Brodie serves as a Circuit
Court Judge for the 20th
Judicial Circuit. Previously,
Judge Brodie served as a
Senior Circuit Judge for the
20th Judicial Circuit, a Circuit Court Judge
for the 11th Judicial Circuit and County
Court Judge in Miami-Dade County. Judge
Brodie is also on the faculty of the Florida
Judicial College.

Mary Beth M. Clary
Mary Beth M. Clary, an AV-
= Rated Attorney, is a Partner
at Porter, Wright, Morris

& Arthur LLP. She works

in the firm’s Naples office
and focuses her practice

on federal securities law, corporate finance,
mergers and acquisitions, and small business
issues.

\

Margaret L.

McMorrow

Margaret L. McMorrow

is a Trust Administrator

for Northern Trust Bank,

where she counsels clients
‘ regarding estate planning and

financial goals.

HILLSBOROUGH ASSOCIATION
FOR WOMEN LAWYERS

F Judge Elizabeth G.
Rice

The Honorable Elizabeth

G. Rice serves as a Judge

in the Circuit Court for the
13th Judicial Circuit. Before
becoming a Circuit Judge in
2009, Judge Rice served on the county bench
for four years. She is a former Shareholder in
Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff &
Sitterson PA.

Kristin A. Norse
Kristin A. Norse is an
Appellate Attorney with
Kynes, Markman & Felman
PA in Tampa. She previously
served as a Senior Staff
Attorney for Judge Chris

W. Altenbernd at the Second District Court
of Appeal and is currently a member of the
Executive Council for the Appellate Practice
Section of The Florida Bar.

Leslie Reicin Stein
Leslie Reicin Stein is the
Managing Partner of Leslie
Reicin Stein PL in Tampa.
She focuses her practice
on technology, telecom,
commercial, and labor and
employment law. In addition, Ms. Stein is a
Certified Civil Circuit Mediator.

Susan Whaley Fox
Susan Whaley Fox is a
Board Certified Appellate
Attorney practicing in the
Orlando office of Fox &
Loquasto PA, where she

is also a Shareholder and
Founding Member. Ms. Fox has served as
Chairwoman of The Florida Bar’s Appellate
Court Rules Committee, as Chairwoman
of the The Florida Bar’s Appellate Practice
Section and as a member of The Florida
Bar’s Appellate Practice Certification
Committee.

Marian P.
McCulloch

Marian P. McCulloch is

a Board Certified Marital
and Family Law Attorney
practicing with Allen
Dell PA in Tampa. Ms.
McCulloch is a Certified Family Law
Mediator and has served on The Florida
Bar’s Marital and Family Law Certification
Committee.

MARTIN COUNTY FAWL

Leslie M. Kroeger
Leslie M. Kroger is an
Attorney with Leopold
Kuvin PA in Palm Beach
Gardens. She focuses her
practice on the areas of
wrongful death, products
liability, automotive
crashworthiness and personal injury.

NORTHWEST FLORIDA CHAPTER

- PENSACOLA
B Lisa Norris Bernau

Lisa Norris Bernau is the

Chief Deputy Clerk and

In-House Legal Counsel

to the Honorable Ernie

Lee Magaha, the Escambia

County Clerk of the Circuit

Court and Comptroller.

continued on page 16
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LEADERS IN THE LAW, frompage 15

PALM BEACH COUNTY
ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN
LAWYERS

Jessica M. Callow
Jessica M. Callow is an
Associate with Casey, Ciklin,
Lubitz, Martens & O’Connell
in West Palm Beach. Ms.
Callow focuses her practice
on mortgage foreclosures,
commercial lien law, landlord-
tenant law, corporate law, real estate law and
government land-use issues.

Samantha Schosberg
, Feuer
Samantha Schosberg Feuer is
an Assistant Attorney General
in the Economic Crimes Unit
of the Attorney General’s

3 Office. In this position,
Ms. Feuer handles consumer protection
cases affecting the underprivileged, the
underrepresented and the elderly.

Judge Meenu Sasser
The Honorable Meenu Sasser
serves as a Judge in the
Circuit Court for the 15th
Judicial Circuit. She currently
serves on the Florida Supreme
Court Committee on Standard
Jury Instructions-Contract and Business
Cases, The Florida Bar’s Standing Committee
on Professionalism and The Florida Bar’s
Judicial Administration and Evaluation
Committee.

Jill Weiss

Jill Weiss is an Attorney
with Sachs Sax Caplan in
Boca Raton. She focuses
her practice in the areas of
complex commercial and
business litigation, business
torts, class actions and family law.

PINELLAS COUNTY ASSOCIATION
FOR WOMEN LAWYERS

Amy E. Cuykendall
Amy E. Cuykendall, a former
Shareholder in Englander &
Fischer PA, is the Founder
and President of Patient
Advocates LLC, a Tampa/St.
Petersburg-based company
that acts as a liaison among medical providers,
insurance companies and patients. Ms.
Cuykendall also serves as a legal consultant
for AdvoConnection, a national patient
advocate directory.
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Robyn M.
Featherston
Robyn M. Featherston is
a Litigation Associate in
the St. Petersburg office of
Brasfield, Freeman, Goldis

& % & Cash PA. Her practice
areas include construction defects, copyright
infringement, family law, insurance coverage,
personal injury defense, transportation law
and workers’ compensation.

Brittany J. Maxey
Brittany J. Maxey is a Solo
Practitioner at Maxey Law
Offices PLLC in Clearwater.
She focuses her practice on
intellectual property law and
is licensed to practice before
the United States Patent & Trademark Office.

SOUTH PALM BEACH COUNTY
FAWL

Robin I. Bresky

Robin I. Bresky practices
appellate law with the Law
Offices of Robin Bresky in
Boca Raton. She focuses her
| practice on both criminal and
civil appeals and provides
litigation support in a variety of areas,
including personal injury and family law.

I

TALLAHASSEE WOMEN LAWYERS
Judge Judith Warren
Hawkins
The Honorable Judith
Warren Hawkins has served
as a Judge at the County
Court for Leon County since
Shh & 1996. Before becoming a
Judge, she was in private practice as a Board
Certified Marital and Family Law Attorney
and a Certified Family Mediator.

Chasity O'Steen

Chasity O’Steen is an
Associate in the Tallahassee
office of Rose, Sundstrom

& Bentley LLP. Her practice
focuses on local government,
water and wastewater
utilities, utility acquisition
and financing, administrative
law, real property, wills and trusts, and
litigation.

Twyla L. Sketchley
Twyla L. Sketchley is

a Solo Practitioner and
Board Certified Elder
Law Attorney at The
Sketchley Law Firm PA
in Tallahassee. She is
licensed in both Florida and Montana
and is a Circuit Civil Mediator in Florida.
In addition, Ms. Sketchley serves as the
Legislative Liaison for The Florida Bar
Elder Law Section.

VOLUSIA/FLAGLER
ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN
LAWYERS

Judge Margaret
Hudson

The Honorable Margaret
Hudson serves as a Judge
for the Circuit Court

for the Seventh Judicial
Circuit. In this capacity,
she has worked on several initiatives

to improve Dependency Court and has
participated in a statewide pilot project to
promote unified Family Court.

MaryEllen P.
Osterndorf
MaryEllen P. Osterndorf is
a Partner at Osterndorf &
Associates PA in Daytona
Beach. In addition,

she is a Certified Civil
Mediator in circuit and county court, an
approved Appellate Mediator for the Fifth
District Court of Appeal and an approved
Residential Mortgage Foreclosure
Mediator for the Seventh Judicial Circuit.
Ms. Osterndorf also serves as a member of
the Pro Bono Steering Commiittee for the
Seventh Judicial Circuit.

Sandra Upchurch
Sandra Upchurch is a
Certified Circuit Court
Mediator in the Daytona
Beach office of Upchurch,
Watson, White & Max.
Ms. Upchurch also serves
on The Florida Bar Board
of Governors and the Pro Bono Steering
Committee for the Seventh Judicial
Circuit. @




Meet Your FAWL 2011-2012 Officers

AWL is proud to present your 2011-2012
Executive Officers:

President
Susan Healy, Collier County Women’s Bar Association

President-Elect
Laura Wendell, Miami-Dade FAWL

Treasurer
Robin Bresky, South Palm Beach County FAWL

Secretary
Kristin Norse, Hillsborough Association for Women Lawyers

Immediate Past President
Gigi Rollini, Tallahassee Women Lawyers

Development Director
Sabrina Ferris, Miami-Dade FAWL

Journal Editor
Brittany Maxey, Pinellas County FAWL

Legislative Director
Bib Willis. Tallahassee Women Lawyers

Membership Director
Samantha Feuer, Palm Beach County Association for Women Lawyers

Public Relations Director
Mary Ann Etzler, Central Florida Association for Women Lawyers

Executive Director
Karen Howe

Save the Date!

FAWL’s Midyear Board Meeting will take place during The
Florida Bar’s Midyear Meeting, which will be held September
21-24, 2011, at the Hilton Walt Disney World Resort. Please
look for further details in FAWL’s E-News.

FAWL Committee Preference Form
You, too, can help shape the future of FAWL without upsetting
your work/life balance.

Do you want to become more involved with state FAWL, but are
unsure whether you have the time? FAWL committee service
offers the benefits of assuming a leadership position within State
FAWL, working closely with other FAWL leaders across the
state and concentrating on your specific area of interest, without
the time commitment required of an Executive Board position.
Committee meetings are conducted by phone, so there are no
travel requirements.

Please remember that current committee members will also
need to submit new preference forms for the 2011-2012 year to
ensure continued service on the committee of preference.

The 2011-2012 FAWL Committee Preference Form can be
found by clicking here.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

FAWL Member
Releases Book:

INCLUDES PHOTOGRAPHS

MURDER ON THE HIGH SEAS
The True Story of the Joe
Cool'’s Tragic Final Voyage
by Carol Soret Cope OF THE JO,
TRAGlceﬁ[uggu‘ '
n September 2007, the 47-

foot charter sport fisher Joe
Cool set out from the Miami
Beach Marina on a fast one-
way trip across the Gulf Stream
to Bimini. Aboard the luxury
Buddy Davis-designed vessel
were its young captain, Jake Branam, and his crew, brother
Scott Gamble and best friend Sammy Kairy. At the last
minute, Branam'’s young wife, Kelley, decided to join them.
The Branams lived on Star Island in a family compound
with their two young children.

Also aboard the Joe Cool that day were two new charter
passengers who agreed to pay $4,000 for the one-way trip.
They said they planned to meet up with their girlfriends
already on a boat in Bimini Bay, and Jake Branam agreed
to take them there.

They set out from the Miami Beach Marina on a picture
postcard perfect Saturday afternoon—warm, clear, with a
light chop on Biscayne Bay. As friends and family waved
them off, no one had any idea it was the last time they
would see the Branams and their crew.

When the Joe Cool failed to return to the Miami Beach
Marina, the Branam family alerted the U.S. Coast Guard'’s
busy Miami Beach Station and hoped for the best. But
what followed involved an intense air and sea search for
the missing boat and its passengers; a federal criminal
prosecution, one plea and two jury trials; a separate
federal civil case; and a tortuous, three-year odyssey
through the Miami-Dade Family Court system.

Carol Soret Cope, FAWL member
and bestselling author of In the
Fast Lane/The True Story of a
Murder in Miami, which tracked
the mysterious murder of Coconut
Grove contractor Stanley Cohen,
has written a compelling, true
account of the twisted trail that
investigators followed to unravel
the mystery of what happened

to the Joe Cool and its captain,
crew and passengers, and the
prosecutors’ determined struggle for justice for the victims.
Her research included personal interviews with federal
authorities, defense lawyers and family and friends of the
missing, culminating in a chilling face-to-face interview
with a killer in a federal maximum security prison. Murder
on the High Seas/The True Story of the Joe Cool’s Tragic
Final Voyage takes the reader on a fast-paced ride through
the twisted odyssey of one of Miami’s most notorious
crimes. Published by Berkley Books, a division of Penguin,
the book was released nationwide on Mar. 1, 2011.

Carol Soret Cope
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“Developing a PERSONAL BRAND Mindset..."” continued from page 14

everyone needs your services. Look closely at the people
you want to reach and tailor your brand to their needs.

Most people ...

Focus only on doing good work.

Most people ...

Focus on the law.

Those with a personal brand mindset ...
Focus on their market.

Most people ...

Think everyone could be their client.
Those with a personal brand mindset ...
Create a niche for themselves.

Those with a personal brand mindset ...
Focus on being known in their field.

Most people ...

Answer questions for clients and friends.
Those with a personal brand mindset ...
Answer questions for a global reach.

Developing a personal brand means thinking of the big picture.
Look at yourself as a global brand, and your ideas and inspiration
will begin to change almost immediately. Everything you say and

4. Finally, it’s important to increase your visibility. You
can have the most amazing brand in the world, but if no
one knows about it, it’s no help to you. Create a plan to get
yourself (and your brand) into the public eye via articles,
speaking engagements, social media and books. Become a
celebrity and a recognized expert in your own world. It’s
easier than you think.

there. @
About the Author

do reflects back on your brand, so remember to be clear about
what you want, where you want to go, and how you plan to get

Paula Black has helped firms of all sizes—from one attorney to 1,000—to separate
themselves from their competitors and to achieve the growth they desire through
powerful branding, consulting, one-on-one coaching and her award-winning

books. She has delivered seminars, speeches and panel discussions for DCBA,
ABA, FAWL, LMA and ALA, among others.

ABOUT THE FAWL JOURNAL

The FAWL Journal is published biannually by the Florida
Association for Women Lawyers (FAWL), P.O. Box 38339,
Tallahassee, FL 32315. Reproduction in whole or in part is strictly
prohibited without written authorization from FAWL. Material
published herein expresses the viewpoint of the authors and
advertisers and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of FAWL.
© Copyright 2011, Florida Association for Women Lawyers.

ARTICLE & ADVERTISEMENT SUBMISSION

We encourage authors and members to submit articles to
Brittany J. Maxey, Editor of the FAWL Journal, at b.maxey@maxeyiplaw.com.

The FAWL Journal accepts paid advertising but does not endorse products, services or candidates for
office. For advertising rates and specifications, visit www.fawl.org and click on “Sponsors” and then
“Ad Rate Sheet,” or contact the Association office at 866/241-FAWL (3295) or admin@fawl.org.

FAWL SPONSORS

Holland & Knight

2010-2011 Gold Annual Sponsor

&
WEISS .
SEROTA - ~

HELFMAN Zpsov®
PASTORIZA

ENFORMATIC

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES

2011-2012 Silver Level Sponsor Annual Meeting Breakfast Sponsor

Annual sponsors receive recognition on the FAWL website and in the FAWL Journal; advertising
opportunities; signage and recognition at FAWL events; and much, much MORE!

For information about sponsorship opportunities, call 866/241-FAWL (3295) or visit
www.fawl.org and click on “Sponsors” and then “Sponsorship Opportunities.”

Take Advantage of FAWL’s
Toll-Free Numbers

To better serve its members, FAWL now
has a toll-free telephone number and
toll-free facsimile number.

Toll-Free Telephone
866/241-FAWL (3295)

Toll-Free Facsimile
866/830-5536

Florida Association for
Women Lawyers

P.O. Box 38339
Tallahassee, FL 32315
admin@fawl.org

www.fawl.org

Social Media
Join FAWL on Facebook by clicking here.

Join FAWL on LinkedIn by clicking here
and logging into your LinkedIn account.
Then be sure to search for the “Florida
Association for Women Lawyers” group.
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